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FREE MEMBERS BOARD 

The Club has decided to include in future Newsletters a FREE notice board column each 

month for club members.  This will be a maximum of 3 lines for one (1) month and will be 

non commercial. 

So, if you have anything want to sell or give away please email me your details:              

amillner2002@gmail.com 

              Agenda: 
 
1. Open Meeting 

2. Apologies 

3. Confirmation of minutes of the previous 

meeting 

4. Business Arising from the minutes 

5. Correspondence 

6. Business Arising from the Correspondence 

7. Treasurer’s Report 

8. New Members 

9. Chief Instructor’s Report 

10. Show Secretary’s Report 

11. Trial Secretary's Report 

12. Publicity Report 

13. Election of Show Judges for Nov. 2012 

14. General Business  

Notice is given of the General Meeting of the Hills District Kennel & Training Club Inc. 

to be held on Wednesday 13 July 2011 in the New Meeting Rooms, Castle Hill Showground 

commencing at 7:30 p.m.         Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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HILLS DISTRICT KENNEL & TRAINING CLUB INC—2011 Office Bearers & Committee 

President:                      Gordon Fenbow  0430 341 235 email:  gfenbow@bigpond.net.au   

Vice Presidents:             Kathy Cocks 9634 7176 

                                   Anne Small 9634 1951 

Secretary               Vicki Gresser 9871 5734 mob 0414 819 946 email:  vicki.gresser@optusnet.com.au 

Assistant Secretary:       Nicola Boyd 9858 3541 

Treasurer:                  Lynne Sheather 9634 1497 email:  lshe4963@bigpond.net.au 

Assistant Treasurer:       Janet Power 9639 9987 email:  powerjanet@optusnet.com.au 

Chief Instructor:             Dianne Atkins 9654 3833 email:  diatkins@bigpond.net.au 

Trial Secretary:               VACANT 

Show Secretary:             Betty Stepkovitch 9725 4875 email:  stepkova@bigpond.net.au 

Committee:                     Shirley Tulk 8850 5889 

    Robyn Smiles 0429 708 456 

    Judith Stanley 9868 5912 

    Iris Bollinger 9872 4989 

    Eve Ryan 9418 1864 

    Barbara Monument 9639 3197 

Public Officer:    Vicki Gresser  

Publicity: Newsletter:  Adriane Millner 9836 0764 mob 0438 386 995 email:  amillner2002@gmail.com 

               Web Page:   Pat Robards email:  probards@ozemail.com.au 

Equipment Officer:  Marion Brand 8850 5880 

Auditor:     Mr. M. Dunn 

Trophy Stewards (Trial) Janice Lyons 9872 2574 

    Kerry Richards 4575 0661 

                           (Show) Robyn Jones 9894 9237 

    Deidre O`Brien 0414 515 233 

Education Officer:  Dianne Atkins  

Registrar:   Gordon Fenbow email:  gfenbow@bigpond.net.au 

Club Trophy Steward:   Belvane Parsons email:  freedomfli@bigpond.com 

Club Patrons:    Dr. S. Abrahams  

    Mrs. H. Baldwin  

    Mrs. B. Cansdale 

LIFE MEMBERS:   Mr. Peter Guenther, Mrs. Hazel Baldwin, Mrs. Dianne Atkins, Mrs. Janet Power, 

 Mrs. Betty Cansdale, Mrs. Belvane Parsons, Mrs. Anne Small, Mrs. Robyn Jones,  

 Mrs. Janice Lyons 

    

Did I read that sign right? 

In an office: 
WOULD THE PERSON WHO TOOK THE STEP LADDER YESTERDAY PLEASE BRING IT BACK OR FURTHER 
STEPS WILL BE TAKEN 

 

mailto:gfenbow@bigpond.net.au
mailto:vicki.gresser@optusnet.com.au
mailto:lshe4963@bigpond.net.au
mailto:powerjanet@optusnet.com.au
mailto:diatkins@bigpond.net.au
mailto:stepkova@bigpond.net.au
mailto:amillner2002@gmail.com
mailto:probards@ozemail.com.au
mailto:gfenbow@bigpond.net.au
mailto:freedomfli@bigpond.com
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Our next Club Instructors Course 
will start late 2011 

 
 

 
Many dog owners want to improve their relationship with their dogs and teach them basic good manners. 

Local councils are also now promoting the importance of training classes in achieving responsible pet 

ownership in the community. As a training club we have both a duty and a wish to provide this service to 

the community. The reward-based, positive training methods we use help owners to teach their dogs all 

the basic exercises as well as helping them to manage their dogs' behaviour. 

To provide this service to as many dog owners as possible, the Club needs a large number of enthusiastic, 

capable and committed instructors. By participating in this course you will learn the skills you need to be 

an instructor and, on completion, you will be able to help many other dog owners in the community. 

Instructing is an enjoyable, rewarding way to give something back to your Club and to your local 

community.  

This course in positive reinforcement dog training involves attending monthly lectures and also practical 

work assisting in training classes. Students who successfully complete the course will be accredited as 

Hills District Kennel & Training Club Instructors, having demonstrated knowledge of current methods of 

reward-based dog training and management, practical skills in training dogs and competence in 

instructing a class of dog owners and their dogs. The course will run for approximately 12 months and 

lectures will be monthly on the 3
rd

 Wed of the month unless otherwise advised. There will also be a 

couple of 2 day weekend lectures that must be attended. 
 

Course Outline 

 Understanding  dog behaviour 

 How dogs learn 

 Basic class exercises 

 Operant conditioning 

 The correct use of rewards 

 Class Instruction 

 Canine Health and fitness 

 Behavioural problems 

 

Practical  

 Assist various instructors with their 

classes 

 Written assignments on monthly 

lectures. 

 A Major assignment on Behaviour 

 

 

 

 
Please fill out the form below if you are interested in becoming an Instructor and return it 
to me at the Club or email it to Diatkins@bigpond.net.au . If you would like to know 
more about the course I am happy to chat to you about the Course also any of our Club 
Instructors can give you more details. 

NAME  ______________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS   
____________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE   ____________________    EMAIL   _______________________________ 
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LAMB, BEEF and LIVER for Sale 

at the office, all at $5 a bag 

 

 

The Secretary,  

Hills District Kennel & Training Club Inc. 

56/159 Ridgecrop Drive, 

Castle Hill  NSW  2154 

Election of Judges  

To take place at the following meetings 

Show:     May and October 

Trial:    September and November 

Home Baked Tuna Treats For Dogs - from Pam Lyons club member 
  

 A large can of tuna in oil (must be in oil) - cheap one from Aldi.   Throw in some rolled oats (the 
regular kind not the fast cooking ones), some wholemeal plain flour  
and a couple of eggs;   mix to a stiff dough and press on to a baking tray lined  
with baking paper.  Cook in a cool(ish) oven (about 200C) for around half to an  
hour - when you can smell it it is usually baked enough.  I then leave it in the  
oven to cool as I like it to be really crispy.  Break it up and store in the  
freezer in zip lock bags. 
 
You can add vegetables, garlic or parsley if you like - anything goes.  I have  
also added other dry ingredients if I am low on rolled oats.  If you add  
vegetables it is quite moist and not as easy to give to the dog (nor to have in  
your pocket).  
  
Dianne Atkins 
Diatkins@bigpond.net.au  
 

mailto:Diatkins@bigpond.net.au
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Why do dogs chase other animals?  
 

And why are some dogs fine around other dogs or cats - until they run? (Then the 
chase is on!) 
 
Why do dogs chase cars? (And why do some dogs ignore cars but never miss a 
chance to bark at a bus or a large truck?) Is it because cars are cowards and   
always "run away", giving the dog a sense of victory for having chased off the big 
noisy intruder? Well, there is a little more to it than that. 
 
Dogs chase cars for the same reasons they chase kids on bikes, cats, small   
animals and other dogs... they are either playing a game or they are hunting. 
 
To some degree, chasing involves a dog's natural prey drive. In most socialized, 
well-adjusted dogs, the prey drive expresses itself as a canine tag game in which 
the dogs take turns being "it." The object isn't necessarily to catch the other dog; 
the real fun is just running around. 
 
Chasing balls or Frisbees is another good outlet for dogs' prey drive.  

Studies show that dogs that get regular exercise live 30 percent longer than dogs 
that don't). 
 
Chasing can be great exercise, and great fun.  Just make sure that your dog is 
chasing something safe.  Chasing cars is a very dangerous behaviour. Thou-
sands of dogs are killed by  vehicles every year, so please keep your dog safe. 

Did I read that sign right? 

In a Laundromat: 
AUTOMATIC WASHING MACHINES: PLEASE REMOVE ALL YOUR CLOTHES WHEN THE  LIGHT GOES OUT 
 
In a London department store: 
BARGAIN BASEMENT UPSTAIRS 
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Our Incredible Journey 

After having German shepherds for many years I felt it was time for a change. It took a while to decide on 

what breed….  I contacted an Aussie breeder …. Who knew of a blue Merle puppy available he was 7 

weeks old I went to look (LOL) he was gorgeous… that was it I fell in love with Merlin 

What a full on pup he was… at 10 weeks he ran through the house with a 1kg dumbbell & jumped on the 

lounge with it in his mouth….  climbed the wood pile to walk across a plank 5ft off the ground…. my heart 

was in my mouth. Confident & out going…. sometimes over confident 

The German shepherd I was trialing died suddenly… with no dog to trial …..I decided to show Merlin to 

keep him social ….He gained his Championship title…. it was fun we made lots of friends in the Aussie 

Shepherd world  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Merlin was 6 mths old in June 2002 I attended a Seminar at Castle Hill…. The presenter was Sue 

Hogben… I had trained a dog using a toy but Merlin was not interested in anything but FOOD & I was out 

of my depth…. Sue’s seminar showed me a new way of training ….I needed to learn more & over the 

years Sue has been happy to share her knowledge of dog training…. I sincerely Thank You   

I have attended many seminars with heaps of different presenters…. Read many books watched DVD`s & 

kept learning & I keep learning, it seems animal training is constantly evolving.  

I attended A Mary Ray…. &….a Kay Laurence seminar & really discovered clicker training .I did 2 CAPS 

(Competency Assessments Program’s run by Kay Laurence I wanted to improve my understanding/timing 

etc …. it was a huge learning curve the dog is not tested you the trainer are assessed on your use of the 

clicker ….we did well… I say we because without Merlin on my team it would not have been possible 

Merlin came along in leaps & bounds…. I learn more from him than he learns from me  

He gained his Novice title in 2003… Merlin really liked the girls….testosterone was getting in the way ….in 

the stays once I was  out of sight… he went to another dog & wanted to be more than friends, oops!.... I 

had him neutered…. what a difference his food drive doubled, he learnt tug toys were fun….he is still a 

gentle tugger but that’s how he enjoys the game.  

We started entering some DWD fun events run by Lucy Ellem …Nerve racking but so much fun and I 

have dabbled ever since ….Thank you Lucy 

Using a clicker to shape Merlin’s behaviours/ tricks was incredibly rewarding we had so many WOW mo-

ments  

In 2005 Judy Roger & I started working our dogs together…. I had always worked alone. Jude & I have a 
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friendship & training partnership built on trust… we are honest in our evaluation and training …. . I am so 

fortunate…. A big Thank You Jude 

When UDX was introduced Jude & I realised we would have to work out how to train the new exercises. 

It was a very enjoyable challenge. We had some funny moments & some Wow moments ….Merlin 

….Achieving his UDX title gave me enormous pleasure  

 Merlin has had success in trialing over the years….. While ever he is happy to continue playing my 

game, I will continue to enjoy more challenges & keep playing.  He sometimes astounds me with his un-

derstanding e.g. when I asked him to bow & back…. he maintained the bow & sort of shuffled backwards 

it blew me away.… A couple of days ago I needed  to know if Merlin could discriminate & select the right 

cloth if there were more than 2 scents on the cloth articles….  we used 4 different scents  3…3…2…and 

1…. I gave him the scent ….held my breath…. Not a problem …sniffed the articles selected the right one 

brought it to me…Next I would like to have a go at 4…3….1…1… 

Merlin is a dog that has loved to learn he is 9 1/2 now … when he won UD dogs …. At the Sydney Royal 

this year it was such a special moment. & what a precious gift as this year was his last Royal Obedience 

competition 

Then to go back to represent the Obedience on general specials day was an honour & true to his name 

he was magical I think he did it to perfection what a great ambassador for obedience & the breed…. 

beauty and brains 

I will continue to trial Merlin & play for as long as he is happy to do so…I know his well earned retirement 

is not far away 

However we continue our fascinating journey …. 

Merlin keeps adding to our journey he gained his Grand Championship Title at Cessnock recently… 

Even the judge became emotional 

His son Magic also recently gained his Grand Obedience Championship Like father like son  

MERLIN will always be…. òMerlin My Magicianó 

Jan Kielly  
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BEGINNERS TO GRADUATE 1 

Stephen Cavanagh                                Ruby  Alaskan Malamute 

Elaine Greyling                                 Tess  Shetland Sheepdog 

Steven Elder                                 Charlie  Shetland Sheepdog 

Genevieve Young                                Chaz  Staffy X Mastiff 

Jo Knight                                          Halle  Labrador 

 

GRADUATE 1 TO GRADUATE 2 

David Hutchins                                  Markus Poodle 

Anna Chesner                                  Liam  Shetland Sheepdog 

 

GRADUATE 2 TO ADVANCED 

Glenys Reedy                                  Banjo  Border Collie 

Karen Taylor                                  Rubie  Kelpie 

Vencie Gardiner                                 Bright  GSP 

Did I read that sign right? 

In an office: 
AFTER TEA BREAK STAFF SHOULD EMPTY THE TEAPOT AND STAND UPSIDE DOWN ON  THE  
DRAINING BOARD 
 
Outside a second-hand shop: 
WE EXCHANGE ANYTHING - BICYCLES, WASHING MACHINES, ETC. WHY NOT BRING  
YOUR WIFE ALONG AND GET A WONDERFUL BARGAIN? 
 
Notice in health food shop window: 
CLOSED DUE TO ILLNESS 
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DO  YOU  HAVE  PETS  AND  WANT  THE  VERY  BEST  FOR  THEM  

-  AT  THE  LOWEST  PRICES ????? 

Then visit :  www.pawsnclawscherrybrook.com.au  
OR CONTACT US BY 

PHONE :  9980 1047             MOBILE :  0419 244 534 

EMAIL :  anne@pawsnclawscherrybrook.com.au  

We offer **FREE DELIVERY ** in the Hills Area and suburbs beyond 

WE STOCK ALL PREMIUM AND SUPERMARKET FOOD, MEDICATION, TREATS AND                     

ACCESSORIES FOR DOGS AND CATS  

                

                       OUR PREMIUM BRANDS  :             

                               Eukanuba  *  Royal Canin   *  Hills Science Diet  * IAMS   *  Eagle Pack   *   Eagle Pack Holistic Select  

                                                                      Nutro   *  Advance  *  Proplan   *  Canidae  *  Artemis........ 

                                                      OUR SUPERMARKET BRANDS :       

                            Supercoat  *   Optimum  *  My Dog  *   Pedigree   *   Pal   *  Beneful  *   Natures Gift  *   Dine  *   Dine Desire  

                                                 Fancy Feast  *   Fancy Feast Royale   *  Chum  *   Whiskas  *    Temptations....... 

       LARGE RANGE OF HEALTHY NATURAL TREATS :   

                        Roo Chews *  Beef Tendons *  Pigs Ears *  Beef Puff *  Veal Tails *  Pig & Lamb Trotters * Beef  & Lamb Liver... 

    OUR MEDICATIONS    FOR  FLEA/TICK, HEARTWORM & WORMING PREVENTION   

Advantage  *   Advantix   *  Advocate  *  Comfortis  *   Capstar   *  Drontal  *   Frontline Plus  *   Endogard   

*  Heartgard *    Milbemax *   Interceptor Spectrum  *  Sentinel Spectrum   *  Paratak Plus  *   Paragard  

www    WE  WONõT  BE  BEATEN  ON  ANY  PRICES    vvv 

                      WE ALSO STOCK VETERINARIAN DIETS  :         

 

Dr Bõs RAW BARF                                    TUCKER TIME for Pets 
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 Written by Aidan Bindoff   

If we expect our dogs to understand us, surely, we must first attempt to understand 

our dogs! 

 

 

Dogs learn by the consequences of their actions. "If I drop that ball at his feet, he will often throw it for me" 

or "Last time I stole a   sausage from the barbecue, I burnt my tongue. Better not do that again." 

Dogs also have emotions. "Those fireworks scare me!" or "Someone is at the door, YIPEEE!!!"  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both of those concepts, learning by consequences and the experience of emotion, are something we can 

relate to. We might learn as children that eating all our vegetables gets us dessert, leaving them on the plate 

means missing out! We might associate a certain song with a special time in our lives, bringing back good 

feelings. 

Learning by the consequences of our actions is called "Operant Conditioning". When something has a re-

warding consequence, we learn to repeat it. When something doesn't have any rewarding consequences, 

we tend not to repeat it. When something has a punishing consequence, we learn to avoid the situation, 

possibly altogether.  
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This is called "Classical Conditioning" or "Pavlovian Conditioning" after Ivan Pavlov who discovered 

that when a stimulus (such as a ringing bell) is paired with an event (such as food being given), an  

association is made. For a dog, the ringing bell would have a pleasant association; the dog has 

learned that food will follow. Here we are getting into the realms of emotion! 

 

Things that you associate with GOOD things will also tend to give you GOOD feelings. Things that you 

associate with BAD things will tend to give you BAD feelings. 

 

   

Operant and Classical conditioning describe different mechanisms for learning, but the two go hand in 

hand. 
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It has been observed that when an animal - dog, human or otherwise, is affected by strong emotions,   

rational learning can be affected. Imagine the ridiculous and terrifying scenario of trying to learn how to 

program your VCR while a crazed murderer is smashing your door down with an axe. You just want to get 

out of there; you don't care if you miss the final episode of 'Inspector Rex'! (Ok, you still care...)  

 

Imagine teaching a class full of excited kids their 'multiplication tables' while they are running around  

playing with each other, laughing and joking. Hopeless, no good teacher would try to do that without     

settling them down first, even if it meant doing something different first. 

 

It is the same with dogs. There is NO point trying to get rational learning from a frightened, anxious, or just 

plain over-the-top excitable dog without addressing the underlying issues first. 

  

  

There is a very good reason for this, and it has to do with the way the brain works. To ensure survival, 

both human and dog brains have a simple rule - "do what you have to do to survive". When a dog        

perceives a threat, the part of the brain responsible for survival takes precedence over the part of the 

brain responsible for rational learning. 
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As an example, imagine you have a dog that is aggressing towards another dog. Using the           

consequence of punishment (collar correction, verbal etc) will have very little effect in actually      

punishing (reducing) the behavior. It may, however, contribute to the cause of that dog's aggression 

by reinforcing his unpleasant association with other dogs! 

 

Let's use the same example but this time we 'reward' the dog with food when he shows aggression 

towards another dog. The act of aggression is unlikely to be reinforced in this case, because that part 

of the brain is taking a back-seat. The 'learning by association' part of the brain, however, is getting a 

dose of something pleasant in the presence of the other dog. It is starting to make a 'good'             

association with the other dog, instead of a 'fearful' association. 

 

It is hard to guess how much "Classical Conditioning" and how much "Operant Conditioning" is taking 

place until after the event. 

 

It all seems rather paradoxical at first, but hopefully I have explained it well enough that it makes 

sense! Of course, in the above example it would be far better to give the dog food before he          

aggresses and try and stay far enough away to avoid a rehearsal of aggression altogether. Then you 

can reward the dog for non-aggressive behavior too. You get the benefit of reinforcing good         be-

havior, and making a positive association all at once - what a great deal! 

  

 

At some point, if we have been successful, the dog will be in a more suitable frame of mind for      

rational learning. The dog that is nervous around other dogs will not be so nervous any more, and will 

be able to complete a short 'sit-stay' in the obedience class. Eventually he will be able to complete a 

long 'drop-stay' with handler out of sight. The dog who 'doesn't like men' will be able to accept a brief 

and heavily rewarded 'stand for exam' from a man, and eventually, the full examination from teeth to 

tail! 

© Aidan Bindoff 2004 May be reproduced with permission  
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Is Your Dog Licking or Kissing? 
By: Dr. Nicholas Dodman 

Licking or Kissing  
Is your dog kissing you when he slurps your face like a lollipop? Although we may never know, there are several 
possible explanations for this behaviour, not all of which are mutually exclusive. The motivation for face licking 
appears to vary for different dogs and different circumstances.  
 
Background   
 
Dogs lick for a number of reasons, some of which are purely biological: 

·  Bitches lick their newborn pups to arouse them from their  postpartum  daze. In this situation, licking serves to 
remove clingy membranes from the pup, freeing him up to move and stimulating him to breathe.   

·  Once the birthing and clean-up processes are over, the mom dog's licking her pups stimulates them to elimi-
nate both urine and faeces. It is a couple of weeks before pups will eliminate spontaneously .  

·  Licking also serves another more romantic role in the sense that it is a comfort behaviour that assists with 
pups' bonding to their mom and spurs on their mental development.   

·  From about six weeks of age, some pups lick their mom's lips when they want her to regurgitate food for them. 
They lick; she vomits; they eat it. This behaviour is a vestige of their wild ancestry and was designed to ensure 
that they profited from the spoils of the hunt.   

·  Licking can also be a signal of submission and so is part of dog's body language communication system.  

·  Pups and adults lick and groom themselves. It is part of normal survival-oriented behaviour. Licking their own 
lips, limbs, and trunk removes traces of the last meal that would otherwise begin to decompose and smell. Quite 
apart from the hygienic aspects of this behaviour, it also serves to keep dogs relatively odour free and thus           
olfactory invisible to their prey. Domestic dogs retain these instincts even though they are not vital today.  
 
Psychology   
 
Dogs, like people, engage in a number of "displacement behaviours" when nervous or stressed, and many of 
these behaviours involve self-grooming. You only have to glance to the side the next time you are stuck at a red 
light to see what I mean. The driver next to you will likely be stroking his hair, looking in the mirror, or trying to 
pick something out from between his teeth.  
 
Dogs do not experience the stop-go conflict of the traffic lights but they do have their own share of dilemmas. 
Take going to the vet's office, for example. We vets expect our more anxious patients to begin nervously licking 
their own lips as they enter the clinic. They may even lick or nibble their feet or flank.   
 
There is no doubt that some dogs lick as a gesture of appeasement and goodwill. They may lick their own lips or 
may lick a person to whom they wish to signal deference. If the recipient of the licking interprets this behaviour 
as "make-up kisses," that's just fine. Perhaps the behaviour is analogous to some forms of human kissing and 
thus their interpretation may be close to the truth.  
 
However, not all dogs seem penitent when they slurp the faces of people they meet. For some dogs, it seems that 
they engage in face licking because they can get away with it and because it gets a rise out of the person. When 
licking is performed for such a reason, it may be component of the "centre stage," attention -demanding behav-
iour  of dominant dogs. No lick! is a good command to have working for these guys. 
 
Psychopathology   
 
Some sensitive dogs in stressful environments compulsively groom themselves to the point of self-injury. Licking 
of this type leads to acral lick dermatitis (a.k.a. lick granuloma ). Compulsive licking by dogs is not always self-
directed. Some dogs take to licking floors, walls, or furniture. Whatever the outward expression of compulsive 
licking, the mechanics underlying the disorder are the same. In treatment of this condition, first the underlying 
anxiety must be addressed though, in some cases, it is also necessary to employ anti-compulsive medication to 
help break the cycle. 

http://www.petplace.com/dogs/normal-labor-and-delivery-in-the-dog/page1.aspx
http://www.petplace.com/dogs/developmental-milestones-in-the-puppy/page1.aspx
http://www.petplace.com/dogs/what-is-your-dog-saying-a-key-to-canine-body-language/page1.aspx
http://www.petplace.com/dogs/attention-seeking-behavior/page1.aspx
http://www.petplace.com/dogs/attention-seeking-behavior/page1.aspx
http://www.petplace.com/dogs/lick-granuloma/page1.aspx
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Licking can be perceived as an 
attention -demanding  behavior of 
a dominant dog. 

 
Lovey Dovey?   
 
I don't believe dogs express their sometimes quite profound feelings for their owners by licking or "kissing." In 
fact, I don't believe dogs really "kiss" at all. Perhaps some dogs are so awed by their owners that they feel the 
need to signal their ongoing deference by face licking. Call it love, if you will.  
 
One other thing we should always bear in mind is that any behaviour can be enhanced learning. Psychologist 
BF Skinner immortalized the concept that reward increases the likelihood of a response. So it is with licking. 
If a dog licks his owner's face ï perhaps as a vestige of maternal lip licking, perhaps out of anxiety, or just be-
cause his owner's face tastes salty ï and his behaviour is greeted with attention, hugs and (human) kisses, he 
will likely repeat the behaviour in future. In such cases the dog learns just how to push  the owners buttons 
and the owner becomes analogous to a vending machine.  
 
So while face licking may not represent true romantic love, it nevertheless can sometimes be interpreted as 
some token of a dog's affection or respect ... and that's nothing to sniff at.  
Legal Disclaimer  
If your pet is showing any signs of distress or you suspect your pet is seriously ill, CONTACT YOUR VETERI-
NARIAN immediately.  
All of the information presented on this website was developed by Intelligent Content Corporation staff mem-
bers and is the sole responsibility of Intelligent Content Corporation.  
See the legal terms on the website for additional legal terms. 
 

http://www.petplace.com/legal-terms.aspx
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