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TheKerry O'Flynn Memorial Library

by Dianne Atkins

Kerry and I met in 1995 when we were doing the Canine Good Citizen instructors course. We became great friends and usually met for a cuppa and a chat about
dogs at least one day a week. Sometimes our ideas were very different from each other, but then they were often very similar. We would argue a certain point and
enjoy the exchange of ideas, realizing that, really, we were both headed down the same road. That road was to promote reward-based training and to try to
educate dog owners so that they could understand their dogs’ needs.

I did this via our club and Kerry, who was also a member of the club, made herself available for lectures we held here. She had a wonderful knowledge of operant
conditioning (learning theory) and gave her time to teach new instructors. Her lectures were always well received as Kerry had a special ability to make the
subject easy to understand. She never confused her students, never made them feel uncomfortable, and was always willing to spend time discussing the subject and
answering questions. I believe that to be able to teach this way is an art and it is one of the hardest things to do. Kerry also helped out in our puppy classes and
with behavioural problems at the club.

Kerry’s private training business was "Muttley Manners Dog Training School". Here she held puppy classes and helped people with adult dog behavioural
problems. Her other passion was for greyhounds. She and her friend Denise set up Grey Haven in NSW and this group was dedicated to rescuing and rehoming
retired racing greyhounds. I had never taken much of an interest in greyhounds until we met, but Kerry taught me what gentle lovely animals these dogs are.

Kerry died in March 2002 after a very long illness. For twelve months she suffered without complaining about her pain or fate. We stayed friends right to the end
of her life, and although they were difficult months they were also very special to me. I will always remember Kerry as a very true and dear friend. I still miss her
very much!

Kerry and I discussed on a number of occasions what she would like to happen to her books and videos and in the end she left this decision to me. I thought about
this for quite some time. I know Kerry would be only too happy to know I have loaned the books to this club so that the instructors have the resources that they
need to help people and dogs in our community. I hope you enjoy this library as much as I know Kerry would enjoy knowing you have something to help you
learn.

Dianne Atkins
Since starting this library others have added to this great resource by donating books.

Where possible an acknowledgement has been included inside the book.
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